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Open Food Network: 
An open-source platform enabling food producers and 

consumers to connect directly
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Open Food Network

• Nonprofit started by producers in 
Australia in 2012

• Part of a global Open Food 
Network community

• Open Source Online Software 
platform enables efficient and 
transparent short food chains

• Provides resources to help build 
local food supply chains



Award-winning platform
• Recent recipient of the Mozilla Open 

Source Support Program ($50,000) for 
its role in ensuring food system 
resilience. 

• Mozilla described our impact: “At a 
time when supply chains are being 
disrupted around the world —
resulting in both food waste and 
shortages — they’re helping to get 
food to people in need.”



Open Food Network Australia: 
openfoodnetwork.org

• Started with $35,000 from 
crowdfunding

• Launched a social enterprise 
consultancy, Open Food 
Services.

• Built a resource library to help 
community food enterprises

• Brought in international 
partners

• Currently in 9 countries around 
the world

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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Open Food Network 

• Food producers can sell 
online

• Wholesalers can manage 
buying groups through 
networks of food hubs and 
shops

• Communities can bring 
producers together to create 
a virtual farmers market





https://youtu.be/eA3IcMUnU14







Openfoodnetwork.net



Legal structure 
for a food hub

• We did not want to have to 
collect and pay taxes

• We did not want to be an entity, 
per se

• Requires some sort of 
business structure

• Pilot project with bare bones 
funding







b-LOCAL Boundary County: 
14 participants

• Honey (2)

• Eggs

• Meat
• Pre-ordered broilers

• Garden produce (several)

• Value-added
• Fruit

• Oils

• Custom baked goods













b-LOCAL Boundary County

• Pilot project developed 
with help from Western 
SARE (USDA Sustainable 
Agriculture Research & 
Education professional 
development program)

• b-local.net is a year-round 
online farmers market for 
this community

• Replicable system for other 
communities to emulate 





Support for participants

• Proboards platform provides a web-based place for posting latest 
guides, rules, and other useful information 

• Proboards.com provides a free forum for customer support

• Janna Stanford developed a screen-by-screen users guide for 
producers

• Janna continues to be instrumental in the development of the U.S. 
version of Open Food Network
• Requested a number of features needed for this area, such as local sales tax interfaces for 

this region, U.S. weights and measures, etc.



Users’ guide for developing a Group





Questions?



For more information, see 
western.sare.org


