Soils 480 Syllabus

Summer 2008
Course: Soils 480—Practicum in Organic Farming and Gardening 

Instructors: 

Brad Jaeckel

Office: 262 Johnson




Email: jaeckel@wsu.edu



Phone: (office) 509-335-5893



(farm cell) 208-310-3381
Jewlee Sullivan
Phone: (cell) 509-338-5683

Course Format: 

Wednesday lecture/discussion for 1 to 2 hours followed by group activity—total 5 hours

Tuesday or Friday harvest—7am start
Objectives of the Course: 

1. To learn the principles and production practices needed to operate the Organic Farm CSA

2. To foster critical thinking and problem solving abilities.

Reading: There is a small collection of farm books in the tool shed at the farm. These are available for you to check out.  You must check the books out by signing for them in the log book in the tool shed.  Please be respectful of these books and keep no longer than 2 weeks so others may also use them.

Exam:

There will be one final exam at the end of the course.  This will be an on-farm oral exam with the instructor.  The exam is cumulative and covers the entire course.  No cheating allowed!
Project: 

Each student is required to complete an individual or group project.  The project must be approved by the instructor by the second week of class.  

Field Trips: 

We will visit the Student Organic Farm at Uof I and another market garden in the area. These will take place during Wednesday discussions.

Journals:
Each student is required to keep a farm journal during the course.  This will be used to record observations from your daily farm walks as well as to log your project work. The journals will be periodically reviewed by the instructor.

Grading Breakdown:
Participation: 





20%

Student Project:





25%

Student Journal: 




25%

Final Exam: 





30%







100%
Note:  Reasonable accommodations are available for students who have a documented disability. Please notify the instructor during the first week of class of any accommodations needed for the course. Late notification may mean that requested accommodations might not be available. All accommodations must be approved through the Disability Center (DRC) located in the Administration Annex Room 205 (Phone: 335-1566).
Soils 480 (2007) Schedule of Topics 

Week 1:

On-Site Orientation and Tour

Introduction to farm, details of course, and expectations.

Introduce proper use and maintenance of farm and garden tools, as well as farm safety.

Week 2:
First CSA Harvests

Correct harvest techniques and post-harvest handling

CSA and farm stand marketing and distribution

Week 3:

Tillage and Cultivation 

Solanacea Family

Week 4:

Propagation, Transplanting and Direct Seeding

Cucurbit Family

Week 5: 
Cover Crops, Composting, and Vermiculture 
Brassica Family

Week 6:

 Irrigation
Allium Family

Week 7:

Visit UI Student Organic Farm
Culinary and medicinal herbs, cut flowers

Week 8:

Managing Insect Pests (Sean Steffan)

Legumes/ Corn Families

Week 9: 

Weed Control Strategies

Salad Mix and other greens

Week 10:

Visit Elizabeth Taylor’s Organic Farm, Santa, ID

Small fruit and orchard fruit
Week 11:

Season Extension Techniques

Carrots, Beets, and other roots
Week 12:

Present Student Projects

Final Exam

Prepare for Field Day
