Soils 480 Syllabus

Spring 2008

Course: Soils 480—Practicum in Organic Farming and Gardening 

Instructors: 

Brad Jaeckel

Office: 262 Johnson




Email: jaeckel@wsu.edu



Phone: (office) 335-3996




(farm cell) 509-432-3716
Course Format: 

-3pm Wednesday lecture/discussion for 1 to 2 hours in greenhouse (#114-5) until weather breaks
-Wednesday morning field work for those that can make it

-Optional days for field work will be available for make-up or extra credit
Objectives of the Course: 

1. To learn the principles and production practices needed to operate the Organic Farm CSA

2. To foster critical thinking and problem solving abilities.

Reading: There is a small collection of farm books in the tool shed at the farm. These are available for you to check out.  You must check the books out by signing for them in the log book in the tool shed.  Please be respectful of these books and keep no longer than 2 weeks so others may also use them.
Journals:
Each student is required to keep a farm journal during the course.  This will be used to take notes; record observations from the greenhouse, farm, and hoophouses; and to log your hours.  The journals will be periodically reviewed by the instructor.
Credits:
This course is available for variable credits. Each credit requires 40 hours of time spent either in class and/or at the farm.  It is the student’s responsibility to document their hours for the instructor.

Exam:

There will be one final exam at the end of the course.  This will be an on-farm oral exam with the instructor.  The exam is cumulative and covers the entire course.  No cheating allowed!
Grading Breakdown:

Participation: 





45%

Student Journal: 




25%

Final Exam: 





30%







100%
Note:  Reasonable accommodations are available for students who have a documented disability. Please notify the instructor during the first week of class of any accommodations needed for the course. Late notification may mean that requested accommodations might not be available. All accommodations must be approved through the Disability Center (DRC) located in the Administration Annex Room 205 (Phone: 335-1566).

Soils 480 (Spring 2008) Schedule of Topics
Feb 13:

Greenhouse Orientation and Tour

Introductions, details of course, and expectations

Proper seeding techniques

Feb 20:

Ordering seeds, recordkeeping, Organic certification
Feb 27:

Brad Gone—Check on your plants!
March 5:

Seeding schedule and crop rotation

March 12:

Spring Break

March 19:
Pruning fruit trees, berries, and perennials

Compost application

March 26:

Transplanting, direct seeding, fertilizers
April 2:

Hand weeding and mechanical cultivation

April 9:

Hoophouses----Winter into spring
April 16:

Irrigation layout and operation
April 23:

Managing the CSA

**A note about working outside**

Please be prepared to work outside in March and April. Spring on the Palouse can either be glorious or really nasty.  Think about using mud boots or other shoes that can really get dirty. I will provide work gloves but bring your own if you have them. Always bring extra layers to protect from the wind and cold. Bring your own water and snacks.
