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ON-FARM MENTORSHIP APPLICATION


The Cultivating Success TM On-Farm Mentorship provides you the opportunity to gain hands-on farming experience without the commitment of spending multiple weeks in a row working on a farm as with a traditional academic internship.   This Mentorship is for you if you are place-bound because of career, family, your own farm or other responsibilities.  The On-Farm Mentorship is flexible enough to arrange on-farm learning around your schedule.  A mentorship can be made up on a series of farm walks, workshops, conferences or by part time learning from a trained farmer mentor.  There is a “build your own” option and other opportunities may be counted in addition to those above as long as they fulfill the requirements and are approved by Cultivating Success ™.  The Mentorship is suitable for beginning farmers with their own farm, community garden plot, or access to land where they can practice and apply what they learn one-on-one from a farmer-mentor.  This Mentorship is also appropriate for experienced farmers who are interested in pursuing a new enterprise on their farms.  All options must be completed within two years from the start date.  


Name:   __________________________________________________________________
Address:   ________________________________________________________________
                 ________________________________________________________________

Telephone: _____________________  E-mail: __________________________________
Male  (     Female  (        Birth date:  _________________________________________
Current Occupation: _______________________________________________________


Name of School & Location:  ________________________________________________
Year & Major:  ____________________________________________________________


Which Mentorship Option are you applying for (check one)? 
       (  Option 1: On-Farm Mentorship and Course Package
       (  Option 2: Mentorship Only
       (  Option 3: Build Your Own Mentorship Experience
       













Please answer the following questions (Attach pages if additional space is needed!)

1.  How did you hear about the Cultivating Success TM Farm Based Learning Program? _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2.  Have you identified a Cultivating Success TM Certified Farmer Mentor you would like to work with?  Please specify if identified?
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Have you contacted this farmer mentor?  Yes    No

3.  Explain your interest in the Cultivating Success TM on farm mentorship and how this practical training fits into your future plans.  What are your objectives?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Are you interested in earning the Cultivating Success TM Certificate of Completion in Sustainable Small Acreage Farming and Ranching?  Yes   No
Please see http://www.cultivatingsuccess.org/certificateprogram.htm for more details on the Certificate of Completion.

5.  Please provide a brief summary of your education and/or work experience. Include any degrees you hold, any agricultural or horticultural experience you may have, and any special skills (i.e. machinery or equipment operation, welding, plant propagation, animal care, or computers).
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Have you ever lived in a rural community?  Yes   No
If so, where? ________________________________________________________________
7.  Have you ever had a garden or worked on a farm?  Yes   No

Explain:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8.  Please describe the type of farm experiences & skills you are interested in learning (i.e. vegetable production, herbs, flowers, greenhouse, livestock, wool, dairy, etc.) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
9.  Most farms require a minimum time commitment.  When are you available?  Circle all that apply and add any additional comments.

One semester  (SPRING    FALL)     Two Semesters       Summer        Full Year
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  Farm and ranch work often involves a high level of intense physical labor. Not all locations or farms require the same level of fitness, but in general, applicants should be able to sit, stand, kneel, or remain active for extended periods in varying and inclement weather. Some mentorships may require that applicants be able to lift at least 30 pounds and in some cases be able to traverse steep terrain.  

Please mention any physical considerations that may be important for a prospective CS Farmer Mentor to know.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are there any special accommodations you would require during your mentorship?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have any diet restrictions? If so, be specific.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Do you have any allergies? (Bee stings, foods etc.)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.  Farms may be located close to a town or city, or they may be remote. Do you have reliable transportation?    Yes      No


12.  What types of activities would you be interested or willing to participate in as a mentor (e.g. farm walks, farmer to farmer networks, presentations, workshops, part-time one-on-one with students, others)?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

13.  Do you have your own farm, garden plot, or access to land where you can practice and apply what you learn one-on-one from a farmer mentor?     Please describe. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please provide the names and contact information for two personal, academic, or employment references:
Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________
Phone:  _______________________________ Email address: _____________________
Relationship to you: _______________________________________________________
Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________
Phone:  _______________________________ Email address: _____________________
Relationship to you: _______________________________________________________
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this application. We appreciate your interest and desire to learn more about the Cultivating Success On-Farm Mentorship programs.  Individual farm sites may have specific requirements that must be met in order to be accepted for an on-farm mentorship. As the liaison, Cultivating Success attempts to facilitate an agreeable match between mentee and farmer mentor but the final decision to accept or decline an applicant is up to the farmer.   An additional application may be required by the farmer mentor prior to final approval. 




Please sign and date below and return your application to the appropriate state coordinator found at the Cultivating Success website:


  http://www.cultivatingsuccess.org
info@cultivatingsuccess.org
_______________________________________________     _____________________
Applicant Signature



                              Date
_______________________________________________      _____________________
Received by







Date                                                                                                                        

Updated 10.07.09


